Use APRA song registration cards and live performance return sheets to assess students understanding of copyright ownership

 Assessment Task APRA Forms Case Study/Simulation
Bob Beaver, Trevor Tojo, Nikki Newland and Bongo Boofhead have formed a band called “We live to Rock” The band has been together for 2 years and has developed quite a following in their local pub circuit.  They have until recently being performing covers, but when Bongo suggested that they start bringing in some original material to rehearsal everyone though it was a good idea.  The entire band had written songs separately at home and they even started writing some together during each of their rehearsals.  They have decided to start with 5 original songs and work them into their already existing covers set.  The 5 songs are. “Baby I Love Your Feet”, “Rhythm Rocker Boogie Shocker”, “Bongo Fury”, “If I Were A Smurf” and “Wollongong, You Rock!”  The band is not sure that they will stay together forever, so they have decided to register each song with APRA crediting the actual song writers, rather than an ‘all for one’ approach.  They have asked you to help determine who should be credited with writing what parts of each of their original songs.

“Baby I Love Your Feet” was mostly written by Bob.  He had the chords and lyrics written. Nikki added a cool bass line and the rest of the band worked together on the arrangement.  It is 3m.25sec long.

“Rhythm Rocker Boogie Shocker” was written by Bob and Trevor.  They worked on the chords and lyrics together.  They say that the music and lyrics were a joint effort but Trevor wrote the chords and lyrics for the chorus, the most important part of the song.

It is 3m.12sec long

“Bongo Fury” was written by the whole band.  It started out as a jam at rehearsal and eventually became a song.  It is an instrumental but it features Bongo playing a big drum solo in the middle.  Bongo wrote the solo by himself.  It is 8m 45sec long

“If I Was A Smurf” was written by Nikki and Bob.  Bob wrote the chords and music.  Nikki wrote a poem which became the lyrics.  It is 2m 12sec long

“Wollongong, You Rock!” was written by Nikki and Bob as well.  This time Nikki had lyrics and a melody.  Bob put chords to her melody.  The whole band wrote their own parts and arranged the song together.  It is 4m 45sec long.

The Band has decided not to share the song writing credits within the band.  They would like the person(s) who wrote the song to be the owner of the copyright in that song.  They don’t want to share the song writing credits where one or more members of the band were not involved in the writing of the song.  They want you to help decide who wrote what and to work out the % shares in the songs.

Part 1 Using the APRA forms provided fill in the song registration cards for all of the bands original works, correctly identifying the song writers for each song and the % splits for each work.

The bands current live set list looks like this:

Song



Performer

Writer(s)

Wollongong, You rock!
Original

Hard Day’s Night

The Beatles 

(John Lennon/Paul McCartney)

I wanna Rock n Roll all night Kiss


(Paul Stanley/Gene Simmons)

Bongo Fury


Original

I Don’t Like Monday’s
Boom Town Rats 
(Bob Geldof)

Down Under


Men At Work
 
(Colin Hay)

If I was A Smurf

Original

Baby I Love Your Feet
Original

Jessie’s Girl


Rick Springfield 
(Rick Springfield)

1999



Prince

    
(Prince)

Rhythm Rocker Boogie Shocker Original

Eagle Rock


Daddy Cool
  
(Ross Wilson)

Since implementing this set list they have had lots of gigs over a 3-month period in NSW..  They have played every 1st and 15th of the month at The Bat and Ball Hotel, Cleveland St Surry Hills(4 gigs total).  On Jan 30th and 20th Feb they played at The Excelsior on Bridge road in Glebe. Feb 13 at the Annandale Hotel, Parramatta Road Annandale and March 2, 5, and 8 at The Metro (Roma Room) George Street City.  They have also played at a private party at Bongo’s sisters 21st which was held at Bongo’s house on January 31st.

Part 2 Fill in the APRA Live Performance Return for performances of that set list at the venues listed above.

