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1 DJ Sheldon is under contract with a local nightclub. He plays CDs, records and audio files in his live show.

a What are the legal implications regarding copyright?

Copyright exists in the music, lyrics, sound recording and performance

Venue must have a PPCA and APRA licence to broadcast the music

Recordings must be paid for by DJ Sheldon not downloaded or burnt

DJ can’t legally re-mix without getting copyright clearance form the writers/recording owners
b What licences must be paid? 

APRA, PPCA paid for by the venue, If DJ want’s to alter the tracks he will need a licence from recording owner and composer.

c Who pays them?

Venue/ DJ

d Who are they paid to? 

PPCA, APRA, Publisher or composer if there is no publisher

2 The Willoughby Symphony Orchestra is recording a series of live performances of Mozart’s Piano Concertos.

a What are the legal implications regarding copyright?

Work is public domain; it can be recorded by anyone without paying for music/lyrics.  Performers will own a portion of the copyright

b What licences must be paid? 


None


c Who pays them?


None

d Who are they paid to? 


None

3 Summer Films is producing a feature film called American Psycho Pie. They have purchased the rights to a screenplay. The screenplay calls for:

a several ‘cuts’ from a 1938 film called Dracula’s Revenge

No copyright exists in per 1969 film; no licence needs to be paid.

b actors singing the lyrics from the song ‘Blood Sucker’ (words by Smith, music by Jones). Incidentally, Jones died tragically in a skiing accident in 1990.

Copyright exists in both the music and the lyrics, both copyrights would generate royalties. No licence is required except for the AMCOS mechanical licence.  The song is a cover.

c placement of original published recordings of The Cure

Licence would need to be granted by the cures publisher and from the owner of the copyright in the sound recording.

d a film score written by local first-time film composer DJ Sheldon

Film score has been commissioned by Summer Films.  They may or may not own the score depending on the details of the deal.  However as they have paid for the work they will be permitted to use it in the way it was commissioned.

e several shots including a television screening episodes of Blue Heelers in the background

A licence would need to be granted by channel 7, the owner of the copyrights in Blue Heelers

f a critical scene featuring a famous photograph of Marilyn Manson taken by music industry photographer Tony Mott. 

Photograph is most probably owned by Tony Mott as he took the picture.  The use of the picture will require a licence from Tony Mott.

For each item listed above, indicate:

· the legal implications regarding copyright

· what licences, if any, must be paid

· who the licence fees must be paid to. 
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